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are crowds of loiterers, camels, dromedaries, sacks piled up, and
all the wonted accompaniments of an Arab market

But we did not now stop to gaze, nor indeed did we pay
much attention to all this; our first introduction to the monarch
and the critical position before us took up all our thoughts.
So we paced on alongside of the long blind wall running out
from the central keep, and looking more like the outside of
a fortress than of a peaceful residence, till we came near
a low and narrow gate, the only entry to the palace. Deep
sunk between the bastions, with massive folding-doors iron-
bound, though thrown open at this hour of the day, and giving
entrance into a dark passage, one might easily have taken it
for the vestibule of a prison; while the number of guards, some
black, some white, but all sword-girt, who. almost choked the
way, did not seem very inviting to those without, especially to
foreigners. Long earth-seats lined the adjoining walls, and
afforded a convenient waiting-place for visitors; and here we
took up our rest at a little distance from the palace gate;
but Aboo-'Eysa entered at once to announce our arrival, and
the approach of the Na'ib.

The morning was not far advanced, it might be eight o'clock
or little later. The passers-by were many, for the adjoining
market was open, and every one coming and going on his daily
business. However no one approached to question us, though
several stared; we were somewhat surprised at this unwonted
absence of familiarity, not yet fully knowing its cause. After
a good half-hour's waiting the ice was broken.

The first who drew near and saluted us was a tall meagre
figure, of a sallow complexion, and an intelligent but slightly
ill-natured and underhand cast of features. He was very well
dressed, though of course without a vestige of unlawful silk in
his apparel, and a certain air of conscious importance tempered
the affability of his politeness. This was 'Abd-el-'Azeez, whom,
for want of a better title, I shall call the* minister of foreign
affairs, such being the approximate translation of his official style,
" 'Wezeer-el-Kharijeeyah." His office extends to whatever does
not immediately regard the internal administration, whether
political, fiscal, or military. Thus it is his to regulate the
reception of ambassadors from foreign courts, or the expedition
of such from Ei'ad itself; to his department belongs the convey-